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Mariners Baseball Spring 2009
The Season: 
· The Mariners will play as part of the MABF again in 2009.

· The team will participate in 20-24 league games played throughout the Metropolitan Detroit area.

· The MABF offers the team a chance to qualify to play in AABA post season tournaments, for this reason we need all players to be available through 7-30-09 for participation in possible berths.

· The team will participate in 3 or 4 tournaments that may be commuted to daily, ie, Sterling Heights, Canton etc.

· The Mariners play out of SCS as part of the SCSBSA, because of this we have the use of certain SCS facilities, such as Kyte Monroe for practices.

· In addition, we intend to hold non-mandatory practices throughout the winter months. These may take place at either a local school or an indoor practice facility. 

The Team:

· While the league will be designed for the children to have fun, we will also be concerned with being competitive. Parents should be aware that Federation baseball is a more serious game than recreation ball.  Playing time will be determined by the circumstances of each game.
· During the season the coaches will focus on teaching the kids the basics of the game. We will spend time learning about the mechanics of the game as well as the strategy of playing the game and attempting to instill a team concept approach to the game. 

·  We will begin analyzing kids and placing them in appropriate positions where we feel they will have success.  Every child will practice in at least two positions during the season; however, our goal is to begin assigning a primary position to each child.

· While our goal is to be competitive it is our intent to put a group together that we can invest our time in. It is not our intention to “Cull” the least talented players at the end of each season. 


Code of Conduct:

Our team is built on mutual respect, players for coaches, players for one another, and coaches for the players and parents, and parents for all players and coaches. Just as the coaches will not discuss a players performance in front of other players, we would ask that you not discuss any issues you may have with any coaches in front of players. Instead please bring any issues you may have with any coaches to either that coach or another coach. 

Parents

· Please cheer for your child, but refrain from yelling at them.  During games, please realize the coaches will be ‘instructing them’, so please don’t compete with them for your child’s attention.  Please be encouraging and cheer for both teams, but don’t yell ‘instructions’. We intend to utilize the “empty head” approach. This says that when actively involved in playing the game the last thing a player needs is someone yelling instructions to them. The coaches may remind them of one item that they would like to see them concentrate on, but beyond that we leave it up to them.

· No parents are allowed in the dugout during games

· Please observe the “24 hour rule”- 

· Parents please remember that the coaches are not professional baseball coaches. They are not compensated in any way for the time and effort that they give to your child. If the coaches were capable of giving your child the intense training that a professional could provide, they would most likely be working in an indoor facility where they could charge for each half hour that they spend. 

Players

· The coaches expect players to be ready to play at all times.

· Very Important Please Note- Poor sportsmanship, negative attitude- including questioning of umpires calls- whether verbally, or demonstrably, will not be tolerated. Players may be removed from the field of play for such behavior.  
· Beginning in April- All practices are mandatory and all players are expected to attend. Failure to attend two or more practices in a row may effect playing time.
· It is our intention to hold a number of fundraisers. Active participation in these fundraisers could make playing baseball this year free to you. All players and parents are expected to participate fully in the teams fundraising efforts. Fundraising efforts will be tracked and credited to each player. A full accounting of all funds will be maintained and is available upon request.
Parents should also provide the following to each child:

a) A water bottle with their name on it.

b) An athletic cup

c) Sliding shorts

d) Spikes or appropriate athletic shoes

e) An Aluminum bat ( These are expensive and can be broken, please be sure your child is aware that he should have permission to use another players bat)


